
 

A watershed is an area of land that drains to a common 

point, such as a stream, river, lake, or ocean.  No matter 

where you live, you are in a watershed, and things we do 

on our own property can affect water quality throughout 

the watershed.  Maintaining a healthy watershed is vital 

for a clean environment, strong economy, and healthy 

community.  Many of us obtain our drinking water directly 

from the local watershed! 

Changes to our natural landscape have degraded our 

watersheds in many ways.   The results are everything 

from flooding to polluted waterways and impacts to 

wildlife habitat.   Watersheds do not follow political 

boundaries and so protection of watershed resources 

requires partnerships and cooperation between local 

governments, communities, residents and other 

stakeholders.  This watershed approach provides for 

sound science and creative problem-solving to reduce 

erosion, flood damage, and the loss of green space while 

improving water quality. 

 

By working together we can protect and revitalize our 

watersheds! 

Improving quality of life by 
enhancing the local 

watersheds of Mill Creek, 
Meander Creek,  

and Yellow Creek  

Aqua Ohio 

Audubon Society/Mahoning Valley 

Eastgate Regional Council of Governments 

League of Women Voters of Greater Youngstown 

Mahoning County Commissioners 

Mahoning County District Board of Health 

Mahoning County Engineers 

Mahoning County GIS 

Mahoning County Sanitary Engineers 

Mahoning River Consortium 

Mahoning Soil and Water Conservation District 

Mahoning Valley Sanitary District 

Mill Creek MetroParks 

 Recycling Division of Mahoning County (Green Team)  

Ohio Department of Natural Resources 

Ohio Environmental Protection Agency 

The Ohio State University Extension Office 

Western Reserve Land Conservancy 

Youngstown State University 

YSU re:CREATE Program 

Local Townships and Municipalities 

Community representatives and citizens who are 
concerned about their local environment 

 

 

AWARE  
c/o Mill Creek MetroParks 

7574 Columbiana-Canfield Road 
P.O. Box 596 

Canfield, OH 44406 
330-702-3000 / 330-702-3010 (fax) 

Contact us for volunteer opportunities or to join AWARE  
in protecting your local watershed: 

 

AWARE was formed in 1999 from the Lake Newport 

Advisory Committee and is comprised of partnering 

agencies throughout Mahoning County along with state and 

federal agencies and private citizens that share a common 

goal to improve the regionõs water sources. 

AWAREõs mission is to improve the quality of life by 

enhancing local watersheds.  AWARE serves as an alliance 

of stewards for the Mill Creek, Yellow Creek, and Meander 

Creek watersheds by preserving green space and restoring 

and enhancing waterways through conservation easements, 

education, and technical resources for the community. 

Our vision is to be a proactive organization regarded as a 

key regional resource producing tangible improvements in 

the Meander Creek, Mill Creek, and Yellow Creek 

Watersheds.  

In 2009 AWARE used $5,000 in 
grant funding from the Ohio 

Environmental Education Fund to 
install signs at 44 stream crossings 
along county roadways within the 

Mill Creek watershed. 
 

For information on sign sponsorship 
please contact AWARE 

AWAREõs PROJECTS INCLUDE: 

Watershed boundary signs throughout Mahoning County 

Watershed boundaries are included on the Mahoning 
County Road Map (Mahoning was the first county in Ohio 
to do so!) 

Workshops, seminars, and public presentations 

Stream crossing signs in the Mill Creek watershed 

Conservation easements 

Nonpoint source pollution posters and billboards 

Watershed Action Plan development 

Stream clean-ups and monitoring 

www.watershed.cboss.com 
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Funding for this brochure provided by: 

http://www.aquaamerica.com/FolderID/69/SessionID/%7B0478A5B7-4D19-4E63-A625-BC1B4558957E%7D/PageVars/Library/InfoManage/Guide.htm
http://www.watershed.cboss.com/www.members.cboss.com/audubonmv
http://www.eastgatecog.org/
http://www.cboss.com/lwv/
http://www.mahoningcountyoh.gov/DepartmentsAgencies/Departments/Commissioners/MeettheCommissioners/tabid/881/Default.aspx
http://www.mahoningcountyoh.gov/MahoningWeb/Department+and+Agencies/Department/Engineer/
http://cfweb.cc.ysu.edu/psi/
http://www.mc-se.com/
http://www.mahoningriver.com/
http://www.watershed.cboss.com/www.mahoningswcd.org
http://meanderwater.com/
http://www.mahoningcountyoh.gov/tabid/773/default.aspx
http://www.ohiodnr.com/
http://www.epa.state.oh.us/
http://mahoning.osu.edu/
http://www.wrlc.cc/
http://www.watershed.cboss.com/www.ysu.edu
http://www.ysurecreate.com/


AWARE works within the Mill Creek, Meander Creek, and Yellow Creek watersheds, which all lie within the 
Mahoning River watershed and eventually drain into the Ohio River.  AWARE is currently developing and 
implementing Watershed Action Plans for all 3 of these watersheds. 

 

Meander Creek 

The Meander Creek watershed drains 86 square miles in western Mahoning and Trumbull Counties, including portions 
of the Townships of Austintown, Berlin, Canfield, Ellsworth, Goshen, Green, Jackson, Milton, and Weathersfield as 
well as the incorporated areas of Canfield, Lordstown, and Niles.  Meander Creek is also the drinking water source 
for over 200,000 residents in the Mahoning Valley.   

 

Mill Creek 

The Mill Creek watershed drains 78 square miles in central Mahoning and 
northern Columbiana counties, including portions of the Townships of 
Austintown, Beaver, Boardman, Canfield, Fairfield and Green, as well as the 
incorporated areas of Canfield, Columbiana, and Youngstown.  Mill Creek 
flows through the historic Mill Creek Park in Youngstown and Boardman, which 
was established in 1891. 

 

Yellow Creek 

The Yellow Creek watershed drains an area of nearly 40 square miles in eastern Mahoning and Columbiana 
Counties, including portions of the Townships of Beaver, Boardman, Fairfield, Poland, Springfield and Unity, as well 
as the incorporated areas of Columbiana, New Middletown, Poland, and Struthers.  Two large reservoirs along 
Yellow Creek provide drinking water for 45,000 residents in Mahoning County. 

Mill Creek MetroParks Facilities 

1  Vickers Nature Preserve and Buckeye Horse Park  

 (261 Acres)  

2  Sawmill Creek Preserve (154 Acres)  

3  MetroParks Farm (400 Acres)   

4  Mill Creek Park (1573 Acres)  

5  Mill Creek Preserve (303 Acres)   

6  Mill Creek Wildlife Sanctuary (264 Acres)   

7  Hitchcock Woods (982 Acres)  

8  Cranberry Run Headwaters (25 Acres)  

9  Yellow Creek Park (76 Acres)  

Township and Municipal Parks 

10  Poland Woods - Poland Village and Township (223 Acres)  

11  Boardman Park - Boardman Township (178 Acres)  

12  Beaver Township Nature Preserve - Beaver Township (80 Acres)  

13  Camp Stambaugh - Boy Scouts of America (225 Acres)   

14  Trusteeõs Park - Austintown Township (12 Acres)     

15  Austintown Township Park - Austintown Township (197 Acres)      

16  Fair Park - City of Canfield (36 Acres) 

17  Canfield Township Park - Canfield Township (24 Acres)   

18  Ellsworth Township Park - Ellsworth Township (10 Acres)  

19  Firestone Park - City of Columbiana (76 Acres)   
 

Additional Facilities 

20  Kyle Woods State Nature Preserve - Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources (82 Acres)  

 

 

 

A  MetroParks Bikeway  

B  Fellows Riverside Gardens  

C  Ford Nature Center 

D  Pioneer Pavilion and Mill Creek Furnace 

E  Lantermanõs Mill and Covered Bridge  

F  Lake Newport Wetlands  

G  Mill Creek Golf Course  

H Canfield Fairgrounds  

I  Hopewell Furnace 

J  Loghurst 

Points of Interest 

AWAREõs WATERSHEDS 

WATERSHED HIGHLIGHTS 


